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Introduction

Andrew J. Nathan

Twenty days after the bloody crackdown on pro-democracy demonstrators
in Beijing on the night of June 3-4, 1989, the ruling Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) convened a meeting of its elite Central Committee. This meeting is
known in CCP history as the Fourth Plenum of the Thirteenth Central
Committee. The meeting’s purpose was to unify the Party around two decisions
made by senior leader Deng Xiaoping: to deploy armed troops against tens of
thousands of peaceful protestors in Tiananmen Square and around Beijing,
and to cashier the Party’s General Secretary Zhao Ziyang. Deng had made
these decisions only after the demonstrations had continued for seven weeks
without resolution — sometimes flagging and sometimes intensifying as the
Party leaders struggled among themselves over how to deal with them. Deng’s
decision to use force led to hundreds of deaths, if not more — the full death
toll is not known to this day — as well as to widespread revulsion throughout
Chinese society and to the imposition of sanctions by the G-7 democracies.

Now, on June 23-24, the 489 highest-ranking members of the Party
gathered at the Jingxi Hotel in western Beijing, a venue reserved for high-level
Party meetings, to study prepared statements from the Party’s most prestigious
retired elders and from some of the key senior leaders who had survived in

office. These statements had been delivered at an enlarged meeting of the
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Political Bureau (Politburo) a few days before, on June 19-21. (An enlarged
meeting is one attended not only by the body’s members but by other invited
senior officials.) They were distributed to the plenum participants so that they,
in their turn, could endorse Deng’s decisions. When the plenum ended, the
documents were taken back, to preserve the secrecy of the proceedings. But
one partial set of the documents distributed at that meeting has made its way
to the outside world, and are published in this book.

Whatever an official’s views during the crisis, and whatever his feelings
about the crackdown, each speaker at the June 19-21 Politburo meeting had
been required to affirm the correctness of Deng Xiaoping’s decisions. This
was done by formally expressing agreement with two documents, which
were also distributed at the plenum and are included in the first section of this
book: Deng Xiaoping’s June 9 speech of gratitude to the martial law troops,
and a report prepared by Zhao Ziyang’s hardline rival, Premier Li Peng, on
Zhao’s errors in handling the crisis. Variants of the phrase “I completely
agree” or “I completely support” (wo wanquan tongyi, yonghu, zancheng)
appear repeatedly in the documents, serving like a solemn oath to commit
each speaker individually before the others to the same position. Each speaker
was expected as well to add personal remarks that demonstrated the sincerity
of his commitment. This ritual closed the books on the past, squeezed out any
nuance of dissent, and re-united the ruling party in its domination of society.

The fallen leader Zhao Ziyang had not been scheduled to speak at the
enlarged Politburo meeting, but he inserted himself anyway, demanding a
chance to defend his actions during the crisis. At the end of his self-defense,
Zhao was placed under house arrest, and was kept there until his death in
2015. However, in denouncing him, all the other speakers referred to Zhao as
“Comrade,” because he had not been expelled from the Party; in fact, he never

was.



Introduction

The Central Committee members were also provided with copies of five
other documents around which to unify their thinking. Two were transcripts of
meetings that Deng Xiaoping had recently held with senior leaders, in which
Deng emphasized the correctness of the crackdown, the necessity for China to
continue on the path of economic reform, and the requirement that the the new
Party leadership avoid the kind of split that had paralyzed the leadership under
Zhao. The other three were reports on the Beijing crackdown from the Party
Secretary and Mayor of Beijing, respectively Chen Xitong and Li Ximing, and
the Minister of Public Security, Wang Fang. These five documents are also
provided in the first section of this book.

We do not know how many documents were distributed to the Fourth
Plenum participants. Besides the seven documents in the first section of this
book, the book contains remarks offered by 17 people, including several officials
closely involved in the crisis and some of the most senior retired officials. One
retired leader, Wang Zhen, gave both oral and written remarks, generating
two separate documents, for a total of 18 reflections on the Tiananmen events.
The book also includes a speech given by Jiang Zemin on the second day of
the plenum, in which he accepted his election to the post of Party General
Secretary to replace Zhao Ziyang.

Taken together, the documents reproduced in this book set down the
Party’s official view of the ten years of reform under Deng Xiaoping, the
1989 crisis, and the Party’s path ahead, a view that has remained unchanged
in its essence for thirty years and which guides the Party under Xi Jinping
today. These inner-Party study materials provide extraordinary insight into
the rules of politics at the highest level of the Chinese Communist Party, the
severe policy differences that divided the leadership in the 1980s, the policy
dilemmas that led to the near-collapse of the system, and the problems that still
confront China today. They provide a unique foundation for understanding the

mentality of today’s Party leadership under Xi Jinping.
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One after another, the speakers endorsed a common narrative. The student
demonstrations started as a mere “disturbance” (often translated “turmoil,”
dongluan). But when the demonstrators resisted the entry of troops into Beijing
on June 2, the event had to be reclassified as a “counter-revolutionary riot”
(fan’geming baoluan), requiring to be put down by force.

The speakers’ analysis of why a disturbance occurred in the first place,
and why it evolved into a riot, revealed a profound paranoia about domestic and

foreign enemies. Eighty-seven year old retired Marshall Xu Xianggian stated:

The facts prove that the turmoil of the past month and more, which finally
developed into a counter-revolutionary riot, was the result of the link-up
of domestic and foreign counter-revolutionary forces, the result of the
longterm flourishing of bourgeois liberalization [zichanjieji ziyouhua,
a term for pro-Western, pro-democratic thinking]. This was completely
planned, schemed out in advance. It was of a scale and force rarely seen.
Their basic goal was a wild plan to overturn the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party, to topple the socialist People’s Republic of China, and
to establish a bourgeois republic that would be anti-communist, anti-
socialist, and in complete vassalage to the Western powers (p.213-214).

In the view of 87-year old Peng Zhen, former chair of the National People’s

Congress Standing Committee:

For some time, an extremely small of people who stubbornly promoted
bourgeois liberalization cooperated with foreign hostile forces to call for
revising our constitution, schemed to destroy [Deng Xiaoping’s] Four
Basic Principles [to uphold socialism and CCP rule] and to tear down the
foundation stones of our country; they schemed to change the people’s
congress system, which is our country’s basic political system, and to
promote in its place an American style separation of three powers; they
schemed to change our People’s Republic of democratic centralism led by
the working class and based on the worker-peasant alliance into a totally
Westernized state of capitalist dictatorship (p.206).
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The ideological rot had started under Zhao’s predecessor, Hu Yaobang,
the speakers agreed. Hu had served as Party Secretary from 1982 to 1987,
when Deng Xiaoping’s “reform and opening” policy began to introduce
foreign trade and investment, private enterprise, and elements of market
pricing. Along with these reforms, China had seen an influx of pro-Western
ideas among journalists, writers, academics, students, the new entrepreneurs,
and even the general public. Hu had failed to stem this trend, and was therefore
removed from office in 1987. The conservative leaders believed that Zhao
Ziyang, in following Hu as General Secretary, should have rectified Hu’s
mistakes. But instead, they charged, because Zhao did not pay attention to
ideological discipline, the Party had decisively lost control over public opinion.

The 81-year-old ex-soldier and PRC vice president Wang Zhen put it
this way: “A large part of the public opinion and propaganda battlefield was
controlled or heavily influenced by the bourgeois liberalization elements.
Heterodoxy dominated over orthodoxy in the news media, ideological circles,
and in literature and art” (p.313). The vice chair of the Central Advisory
Commission, Song Rengiong, complained, “Forty years ago, [U.S. Secretary
of State John Foster] Dulles said the hope for the restoration [of capitalism)]
in China rested on the third or fourth [post-communist] generation. Now the
state of political ideology among a portion of the youth is worrisome. We must
not let Dulles’ prediction come true” (p.238). Economic planner and Politburo
member Song Ping argued that the crisis showed that “the problem of the Party
becoming divorced from the masses is severe” (p.264).

The speakers believed that most of the “young students and masses”
(gingnian xuesheng he qunzhong) who joined in the demonstrations were
misguided, but not hostile to the regime. But they had been manipulated by
“an extremely small number of bad people” (vixiaocuo huairen) (p.207).
Song Ping pointed out that in September, 1988, some months before the crisis,

when the government had put in place measures to control inflation, liberal
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intellectuals like Yan Jiaqi, the director of the newly established Institute of
Political Science, had labeled these measures a “reverse course” on reform.
Song claimed such agitation was part of a political plot, involving liberal
intellectuals and Zhao, to undermine the power of those who stood in the way
of Zhao’s nefarious “political purposes” (p.259-260).

These purposes were described in alarming terms by some speakers.
Eighty-year-old former PRC president Li Xiannian argued, “The reason the
affair was able to develop to such a serious point was rooted in Comrade
Zhao Ziyang, in his openly and secretly encouraging and supporting the
turmoil, in his promoting the split within the Party, pointing the spearpoint
at Comrade Deng Xiaoping and at the majority of people within the central
collective leadership, in his scheme to create a situation that only he himself
could resolve, and through the turmoil to achieve the goal he was aiming at”
(p.189-190). Ninety-year-old Marshal Nie Rongzhen claimed that Zhao “not
merely capitulated [to the attack of the bourgeoisie] but even turned against his
own side, revealing his political plot and ambition” (p.218). Another marshal,
87-year-old Xu Xianggian, stated that Zhao “wanted to become the leader of

299

China’s ‘democratic movement™ (p.214). And National People’s Congress
chairman Wan Li, asked, “What was [Zhao’s] attitude toward Comrade
Xiaoping? Did he want to be the top leader himself? Did he really support
Comrade Xiaoping?” (p.248)

Besides internal enemies, the speakers saw foreign enemies pushing the
crisis. According to Song Ping, “During the student movement the United
States stuck its hands in in many ways. The Voice of America spread rumors
and incitement every day, trying to make sure that China would stay in chaos”
(p.261). Eighty-one year old former soldier and PRC vice president Wang Zhen
expressed an obsessive fear of American strategy.

After the October Revolution, 14 imperialist countries intervened

militarily in the newborn Soviet regime, and Hitler attacked in 1941; after
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the Second World War, American imperialism supported Chiang Kai-shek
in the civil war, and then invaded Korea and Vietnam. Now they’d like to
achieve their goal the easy way, by using “peaceful evolution.” I saw some
materials in January that made a great impact on me. I checked, and it was
a report from the Christian Science Monitor that said that U.S. foreign
policy experts were pressing the government to adopt a “bold, farsighted
policy” to “integrate the Soviet bloc countries with the West” in order to
“restore” Europe to the “situation before 1918.” At that time Bush was
running for president and he announced that he saw Eastern Europe as
“a region of opportunity.” Their approach to China is the same. In recent
years foreign hostile forces have used “peaceful evolution” methods more
and more: buying people with money, cultural and ideological subversion,
sending spies, stealing intelligence, producing rumors, stimulating
turmoil, supporting our internal hostile forces, everything short of direct
invasion (p.301-2) .

Politburo member Li Ruihuan exclaimed, “Let’s be clear, if a country like
ours doesn’t take the socialist road, we can only be other countries’ vassal”
(p-273).

In demonizing domestic critics and exaggerating the role of foreign forces,
the victorious conservatives revealed their blindness to the real problems
affecting their regime. These included inflation and corruption, and especially
the alienation of students, intellectuals, and the rising middle class from the
Party’s atavistic methods of political control.

Yet the speakers did not regard the crisis as inevitable. In explaining
how they thought it could have been avoided, they revealed their views on the
role of leadership in the communist system. According to the consensus — at
least among those who did not believe that Zhao had exacerbated the crisis
on purpose — the situation could have been managed successfully if not for
“serious errors” (yanzhong cuowu) committed by Zhao both before and during
the demonstrations. For two years before the pro-democracy movement broke

out, Zhao had allowed the Party to become vulnerable to challenge, because he
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focused exclusively on economic reform and did not attend to the importance of
“party-building” (dang de jianshe) (158), that is, the enforcement of ideological
conformity within the Party. As Wang Zhen pointed out:

The struggle against bourgeois liberalization was not carried out

consistently, [Hu] Yaobang was allowed to retain a seat in the Politburo,

and after he passed away [Zhao] wanted to give him a state funeral, while

the liberals called for his reputation to be cleared (pingfan). All this became
the fuse for the turmoil, and allowed class struggle to break out (p.223).

Two specific errors of Zhao during the crisis were viewed as especially
serious. When speaking to a meeting in Beijing of the Asian Development
Bank on May 4, and again when meeting with visiting Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev on May 16, Zhao made public remarks that alerted the public to
the fact that the central Party leadership was split, and thereby encouraged
the students to harden their position (p.235-6). But more generally, most of
the participants criticized Zhao for what they called an undemocratic work
style, meaning that he did not accept advice from those who disagreed with
his policies.

Using conventional CCP formulas, 87 year old Peng Zhen, former chair
of the National People’s Congress Standing Committee, put the requirement
this way:

In the Party, and among the people [as distinct from enemies of the people],

we should and must implement complete, true, high level democracy. In

discussing issues, every opinion can be voiced, whoever is correct should

be obeyed, everyone is equal before the truth. It is forbidden to report only

good news and not bad news, to refuse to listen to differing opinions. If

a discussion does not lead to full unanimity, what to do? — the minority

must follow the majority. Only in this way can the Four Basic Principles
be upheld, the entire Party unified, the people unified (p.208).

What this meant in practice was illustrated in remarks by Tianjian Party

secretary and Politburo member Li Ruihuan:
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I remember telling Comrade [Li] Xiannian, ... Comrade Ziyang doesn’t
let members speak at Politburo meetings. I told [Li], truly, in the past two
years, how many times was there a real discussion at Politburo meetings?
Every time I came to Beijing, the meeting would last half a day, and old
Jiang [Zemin] and the rest of us felt that we’d be presented with a pile of
documents, we’d listen to a long speech, and this would take until after
11, and then there was nothing to discuss. At the May 10 meeting some of
the comrades felt that we should discuss how to calm the turmoil, which
was the most pressing and important political question, but the agenda
included only China-Soviet relations. Many of us talked about this before
the meeting, and I said that the issue would surely come up at the meeting,.
I figured that we would discuss other things first, and when those items
were finished, around 11, Comrade Ziyang would start discussing the
student problem, and by the time he finished it would be time to end the
meeting, so you couldn’t say we had not discussed the issue, yet the meeting
would have ended before people had a chance to speak. Sure enough, at
11:10 Comrade Ziyang started discussing it. He said, let me report to the
comrades what happened at the Politburo Standing Committee meeting
on May 8, and he summarized what he said were six “opinions” that the
Politburo Standing Committee had issued after that meeting. When he
was done, Comrade Li Peng said that what Zhao had described were not
things agreed to by the Politburo Standing Committee and were his own
opinions. This made me realize that even in chairing standing committee
meetings Comrade Ziyang was the same way. Comrade Ziyang has a hard
time accepting other people’s opinions, even if they are correct opinions
(p-270-271).

Zhao was criticized for ignoring his critics and preferring advice from a

small circle of trusted advisors. Song Ping charged:

Comrade Ziyang does not rely much on the Party organization. The student
movement was located chiefly in Beijing, which means that the Beijing
Municipal Party Committee is on the front line and its work is extremely
difficult. But according to [Beijing Mayor] Comrade [Li] Ximing, after
Comrade Ziyang returned from North Korea, he basically never contacted
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them. He took advice only from his own familiar group of advisors.... As
a leader, one does need one’s own think tanks, but the advisors need to be
carefully selected, they should be those loyal to the Party’s enterprise, with
practical experience, with real talent and knowledge, and who are able to
take other opinions into consideration. ... [We should not] lightly trust ill-
considered advice to make wholesale use of Western theories put forward
by people whose Marxist training is superficial, whose expertise is infirm,

and who don’t have a deep understanding of China’s national conditions
(guogqing) (p.263).

In a particularly sharp attack, Chairman of the National People’s
Congress Standing Committee Wan Li criticized Zhao for using the name of

Deng Xiaoping to stifle opposition.

Last December, Comrade Ziyang convened a Party life meeting
(shenghuohui) for the Politburo [a party life meeting is a meeting of a
Party cell devoted to criticism and self-criticism rather than to practical
work]. At first I thought he probably had accepted the lessons of the past
and was therefore holding the meeting on a timely basis. As a party life
meeting, it would of course chiefly be an opportunity for people to bring up
suggestions, opinions, and criticisms about Comrade Ziyang’s work during
the recent period. To my surprise, after making some opening remarks, he
did not invite people to give criticisms. After Zhao spoke, Comrade Li
Peng very gently brought up some important questions. Then Comrade
Jiang Zemin spoke, and Comrade Tian Jiyun spoke. I was prepared to
speak, Comrade [Yang] Shangkun probably also intended to speak, but
time ran out and the meeting ended. ... What I did not expect was that after
Comrade Li Peng and other comrades presented their opinions, Comrade
Ziyang made no statement in reply, not even to welcome their views. Not
only did he not respond, but worse, he went and reported to Comrade
Xiaoping what Comrade Li Peng and other comrades had said, and then
called a meeting of all the people who had participated in the party life
meeting and bragged about how Comrade Xiaoping supported him....

Isn’t this using Comrade Xiaoping to suppress democracy? (p.246-7)
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A particular complaint came from senior retired leaders who had been
appointed to an ad hoc body called the Central Advisory Commission.
According to one member, the commission vice chair Song Rengiong, the
elders frequently attempted to get Zhao’s attention and were regularly ignored.

After Comrade Ziyang became General Secretary, we felt that he changed

—he changed a lot. Quite a few of the advisory commission comrades were

dissatisfied with him, some of them sharply so, dissatisfied with his lack of

attention to party building, his failure to emphasize work in the sphere of
political ideology, and the kind of people he was employing. We expressed

our views through the normal channels, but he did not pay much attention,
and sometimes even showed impatience (p.232).

Song charged that Zhao refused to invite advisory commission members
to audit Politburo meetings, as provided in Article 22 of the Party Constitution,
and that he ignored 39 formal demarches (songyuejian) submitted by the
advisory commission between mid-1988 and late May, of which the last
three expressed the commission’s views on how to handle the demonstrations
(p-232-5).

The problem of Zhao’s work style was summarized by Yang Shangkun,
who, as Deng Xiaoping’s most trusted lieutenant and representative, occupied
the formal post of PRC president and had the right to sit in on Politburo

Standing Committee meetings. Yang said:

As I think back on it, after Comrade Zhao Ziyang became general
secretary, the Standing Committee never formed a core [meaning a top
leader supported by a working consensus]. Comrade Zhao Ziyang was
aware that some of the other Standing Committee members had other
opinions, but he called a party life meeting only once and did not accept
the opinions raised by others, nor did he do a serious self-criticism. On the
contrary, he kept the other members at a distance and did things by himself,
which pushed the work of the Standing Committee into a situation where

there was only a practical division of labor and not a collective leadership.
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This was a serious violation of the supreme organizational principle of
collective leadership of the Party (p.242).

Yang’s criticism demonstrates why a Chinese leader has to concentrate
dictatorial power in himself in order to govern. If he fails to do so, he is placed
in the impossible position of having to solve problems decisively while also
maintaining solidarity with dissenting elders and rivals who fundamentally
challenge his policies. The only way to square such a circle is to purge all rivals
and surround oneself with those willing to follow — the path taken in recent
years by Xi Jinping.

There were several participants in the expanded Politburo meeting who
were required not only to criticize Zhao, but to criticize themselves. These
were Hu Qili, a member of the Politburo Standing Committee who had sided
with Zhao against the decision to declare martial law, and two senior Party
officials who followed Zhao’s orders during the crisis in handling respectively
the media (Rui Xingwen) and non-party influentials (Yan Mingfu). Because
of their close affiliation with Zhao, these three made strong statements of
repentance.

Hu Qili acknowledged that he had been concerned that bringing the
troops into the city when there was such a huge mass demonstration would
lead to disaster; that he wanted the government to acknowledge the student
demonstrations as patriotic; and that he gone along with the majority at a
meeting at Deng Xiaoping’s residence on the morning of May 17 when they
decided to impose martial law without really agreeing with the decision. But:

... now, by studying Comrade Xiaoping’s important talk of June 9 and

comparing it to my thinking at the time of the events, I deeply realize how

inadequate was my comprehension of the truth.... This shows that my
political level is low, that my thinking was not clear in the face of great

issues of right and wrong affecting the Party’s and the state’s future and
fate, and that I did not withstand the test. As a cadre of this Party, I must
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continue to study Comrade Xiaoping’s [June 9] talk, continue to raise my

consciousness, and increase my level of understanding (p.277).

Rui Xingwen, who was the member of the Party Secretariat responsible
for directing the media, acknowledged that he followed Zhao’s orders to let
the media report openly on the events, which led to a “severe loss of control
over public opinion” (p.283). He claimed, however, that he was just following
orders, and even pointed out that he and Hu Qili had warned Zhao early in the
crisis that matters could get serious, but that Zhao ignored their advice (p.286).
Rui stated that he had previously not understood well enough the difference
between Deng Xiaoping’s policy to give freedom to artists and writers and
the erroneous way that Zhao applied this concept by relaxing all supervision;
(p.288) he now understood the need articulated by the conservative leaders
to pursue the battle against bourgeois liberalization with a consistent and
longterm strategy.

Yan Mingfu, director of Party’s United Front Work Department, criticized
himself for carrying messages from Zhao Ziyang to Yang Shangkun in which
Zhao tried to enlist Yang to persuade Deng to soften his stance; for holding
confused views about the student movement; and for taking too soft a line in
his four dialogues with student representatives. Yan concluded:

Having gone through the experience of this counterrevolutionary

riot, 1 deeply realize that without Comrade Xiaoping and the other

revolutionaries of the older generation, especially without Comrade

Xiaoping’s timely decision to take decisive measures to pacify the riot,

without President Yang [Shangkun]’s and without Li Peng’s and the other

majority comrades on the Politburo Standing Committee’s firm support

of Comrade Xiaoping’s correct judgment and decision and their firmly

carrying it through to the end, our Party, our People’s Republic, the

socialist system that was acquired through the sacrifice of tens of millions

of martyrs, would all disappear overnight. Comrade Xiaoping has once

again saved our Party and our state. [ surely respect Comrade Xiaoping’s
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instruction to coolly assess the past and the future, to seriously sum up
experiences, to seriously examine oneself and to reflect (p.297-8).

These heartfelt self-criticisms did not save Hu, Rui, and Yan from losing
their high posts. But none of them was expelled from the Party, and two years
later each was brought back to official position, although positions much junior
to those they had reached in 1989. As noted in the Editor’s Notes, there is
nothing in this collection of documents from Qiao Shi, the Politburo Standing
Committee member who had abstained at the crucial May 17 meeting from
the vote on whether to declare martial law. But Qiao, as head of the country’s
far-flung security apparatus, was not demoted at this meeting and continued
as a member of the Politburo Standing Committee until his retirement in 1997.

While swearing loyalty to Deng and placing all blame on Zhao, many in
the ascendant conservative grouping revealed their deep dissatisfaction with
policies that Deng had designed and Zhao had only implemented during the
ten years of reform and opening. Li Xiannian, for example, had long been
uneasy with Deng’s policies and now expressed his doubts in the form of a
criticism of Zhao.

[Zhao] did not pay attention to the adjustment of major economic ratios, he

did not pay attention to the development of agriculture and infrastructure,

he supported and promoted the idea that “deficits do no harm” and

“inflation has advantages,” leading to a loss of macroeconomic control,

longterm economic overheating, and a severe loss of balance between

gross supply and gross demand. He did not place his main energy on
productive enterprises, especially production by large and medium
enterprises, promoted the development of the privately managed economy

with excessive enthusiasm, and failed to exercise necessary management,

leading to the emergence of many large and small speculators, to bribery

and corruption, to swindling and cheating, to tax cheats and evaders, to

get-rich schemes. Based on the situation in Beijing, it looks like quite a

few of these people were active participants and supporters of this turmoil
(p.190-1).
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Similarly, Song Rengiong recounted that several of the most senior
Advisory Commission members had objected to Zhao’s including the term
“transform” (gaizao) in a policy document about the reform of State Owned
Enterprises (p.234) because it signaled a deviation from what they saw as a
core principle of socialism. Yet they must have known that the term reflected
Deng Xiaoping’s actual policy intention.

And Wang Zhen expressed his concern that the economic reforms Deng
had authorized were leading China into convergence with the West. As Wang
put it:

We need to acknowledge that the reform and opening that Comrade
Xiaoping talked about was different in its essence from the reform and
opening that Comrade Zhao Ziyang talked about. Comrade Xiaoping’s
reform and opening aimed to uphold national sovereignty, ethnic (minzu)
respect, uphold the socialist road, uphold the combination of planned
economy and market regulation, continue to protect the creative spirit
of bitter struggle, and direct investment toward basic industries and
agriculture. Comrade Zhao Ziyang’s reform and opening was to take the
capitalist road, increase consumption, generate waste and corruption.
Comrade Zhao Ziyang was definitely not the implementer of Comrade
Xiaoping’s reform and opening policy but was the distorter and destroyer
of it (p.311).

Yet another complaint about Deng’s policies was expressed by Peng Zhen:

In these past years, we have weakened our awareness of class struggle.
In reality, the enemy forces at home and abroad who hated and wanted
to destroy our socialist system have not ceased for one day their struggle
against us, have not ceased for one day their activities to overthrow
our state.... For many years our party has not engaged in a systematic,
thorough-going, all round rectification of thinking, organization, and work
styles (p.199-200).
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Retired Marshal Nie Rongzhen focused on the need to restore respect for
the military, a policy area that was clearly Deng Xiaoping’s responsibility, as it
was entirely outside Zhao Ziyang’s remit as General Secretary.

In recent years, with the relaxation of the international situation and under

the influence of bourgeois liberal thought trends, our awareness of the need

for dictatorship [that is, armed force as a guarantee of regime stability]

weakened, political thought work became lax, and some comrades

mistakenly thought that the military was not important and lashed out at
military personnel; there were some conflicts between military units and

local authorities in places where they were stationed. At the same time,

some of our comrades in the military were not at ease in their work and

wanted to be demobilized and return home, where they thought they had
better prospects. All this is extremely wrong. I think these comrades’
thinking is clear now, thanks to the blood lesson we have just had, that

the barrel of the gun [from which power grows] cannot be thrown down!
(p-220).

The speeches distributed at the Fourth Plenum betray the poverty of
solutions that the senior leaders were able to offer for China’s economic and
political problems. For Peng Zhen, the answer was to “strengthen identification
with the Party (dangxing) and wipe out factionalism. Factionalism destroys the
party’s unity, damages the basic interests of the Party and the people, severely
deteriorates the Party organization. People who form cliques and gangs
inevitably pursue their private interests, oppress others to benefit themselves,
destroy the party’s principles and discipline” (p.203). For Nie Rongzhen,
the answer was to go back to the spirit of the 1950s: “We should sum up
the experience of the political thought work of the 1950s, carry forward the
Party’s outstanding traditions, thoroughly rectify the atmosphere inside the
Party, unify the masses, revitalize the national spirit, and promote patriotic
thought...” (p.219).
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Although the purpose of the enlarged Politburo meeting and the Fourth
Plenum was to forge a consensus on the path forward for the post-Tiananmen
leadership, the consensus was fragile from the start. The pro-democracy
movement had given its negative judgment on Deng Xiaoping’s reforms from
the side of those who wanted more dramatic reforms. The Fourth Plenum
documents articulated the negative judgment from those who thought the
reforms had gone too far. More progressive reform was now off the table, but
the path of continued reform favored by Deng still faced opposition.

The incoming Party General Secretary, Jiang Zemin, tried to strike a
balance by fudging the difference between Deng and the conservatives. He
claimed that Deng had never wanted to loosen ideological discipline:

From 1979 to 1989, Comrade Xiaoping has repeatedly insisted on the need

to lay forth the education and the struggle to firmly support the Four Basic

Principles and oppose bourgeois liberalization. But these important views
of Comrade Xiaoping were not thoroughly implemented (p.254).

Jiang promised to unify the Party in the way that Zhao had been unable
to do:

Comrade Xiaoping’s several talks have expressed his intense expectations
for our new central leadership. We know that to do our work well, we
must above all fully develop intra-party democracy, rely on the collective
wisdom and strength of the central leadership, rely on the support and
supervision of all Party comrades and the popular masses.

At the same time we have a favorable condition, which is that
Comrade Deng Xiaoping and the other members of the old generation of
revolutionaries are still with us. We will not bother them with everyday
work, but when we encounter major issues we can still ask Comrade

Xiaoping’s instructions and hear the views of the other old revolutionaries
(p-319).

Despite these promises, 81-year-old former Politburo member Bo Yibo

voiced his concern that the new leadership would continue to face opposition.
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I believe that the new central leadership collective that we will elect at this
meeting will definitely gain the support of the whole Party and the whole
people. But this may not be completely achieved all at once. We will need
to do a great deal of difficult and detailed work.... The Politburo Standing
Committee must manage affairs in accordance with the principle of
democratic centralism, and must also establish a core [/exin, a top leader
who commands the respect of the others in the collective leadership]....
We formerly conducted self-examination over the issue of Comrade
Hu Yaobang, today we have again conducted self-examination over the
question of Comrade Zhao Ziyang. We cannot afford another occurrence.
In my view, history will not allow us to go through this [a leadership purge]
again....We must learn history’s lesson, do our work well. Comrades,
please ponder this deeply (p.228-9).

In fact, however, throughout his long service as General Secretary from
1989 to 2002, Jiang was never able to claim the mantle of “core.”” Indeed, no
successor of Zhao Ziyang was able to do so until the rise of Xi Jinping. The
conservative ascendancy continued for three years, until in 1992 the aging
Deng made an attention-getting “trip to the South” to force the Party to resume
the process of reform and opening. This was his last political act, and it led to
rapid economic growth in the 1990s and 2000s, but not to any resumption of
political liberalization.

The core dilemma that faced participants in the Fourth Plenum continues
to shadow Chinese policy today: the more China pursues power and prosperity
through technological modernization and engagement with the global
economy, the more unwilling are students, intellectuals, and the rising middle
class to adhere to a 1950s-style ideological conformity. Thirty years after the
Fourth Plenum, Xi Jinping’s crackdown on both the Party and society is just as
much a reaction to the liberalizing forces unleashed by Xi’s own modernizing
programs as the 1989 crackdown was a reaction to the liberalizing forces
unleashed by the reforms of the 1980s. Nie Rongzhen was right when he

worried:
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Now the counterrevolutionary riot has been pacified, but the thought trend
of bourgeois liberalization is far from being eliminated. The battle to
occupy the ideological front will remain a bitter one. We must resolve to
fight a protracted battle, we must prepare for several generations to battle

for several decades! (p.218-9).

For Li Ruihuan, as for all the other leaders who prepared documents
for the Fourth Plenum, the answer to all China’s problems was more party
discipline.

Some people have told me that in the past, those who tried to oppose the
leadership and oppose socialism found it difficult to do so, but now we see
the party organization getting more and more lax by the day, political work
getting weaker and weaker. [ They] are really using a method of gradually
lightening (danhua), where [party discipline] gets lighter and lighter until
it disappears.... A variety of problems are emerging in society, such as
corruption, bad social customs, “look to money in all things,” a lack of
interest in ideals, a lack of interest in morality. There are many reasons for
this, but we have to recognize the bad consequences of having weakened
party leadership and ignored political thought work over these past few
years (p.269-70).

This was the lesson the Party leaders drew from the 1989 pro-democracy
movement, and it is a lesson that stuck. Today, Xi Jinping does not intend to
allow any lightening of party discipline. And having made himself “core,” he
is backed in his determination by the rest of the leadership. Xi and his team

have learned the Fourth Plenum’s lessons all too well.

Andrew J. Nathan, co-editor of The Tiananmen Papers, is Class of 1919 Professor of
Political Science at Columbia University, chair of the steering committee of the Institute for
the Study of Human Rights, former chair of the Department of Political Science (2003—
2006), and former chair of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute (1991-1995). Professor
Nathan is a member of the editorial boards of the Journal of Democracy and the Journal
of Contemporary China. He was awarded a 2013 Berlin Prize Fellowship at the American
Academy in Berlin.
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Understanding the Documents from
the 4th Plenary Session of the 13th CCP Central Committee

Wu Yulun

The documents presented in this book are the fossil records of Chinese
elite politics in response to an important historical event, known as the 1989
Tiananmen Square protests. Highlighted by the bloody crackdown on June
4th, when the Party sent in tens of thousands of troops who killed hundreds of
students and civilians, the event shook the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
to its core and altered the people’s perception of the ruling Party. The outcome
laid the political foundations of current day China.

In the 30 years since, numerous books, articles, photographs and
documentaries have been published on the topic, the vast majority of them
focused on the dazzling public demonstrations that took place over 51 days.
Many express the sense of freedom experienced by the millions of people who
participated in or bore witness to the demonstrations.

However, as we look back, it is also important to peek through the iron
curtain at the powerful forces behind the scenes. Only then can we hope
to understand how the dreams, hopes and lives of millions of people were

suddenly changed.

[1] This essay was written in English by Wu Yulun; it is not a direct translation of his essay in Chinese.



How the Party Decided to Shoot Its People

What follows is a simple narrative, based on the most credible materials
to date, of the dynamics between Deng Xiaoping, Zhao Ziyang, Li Peng and
Yang Shangkun during the course of the 1989 Tiananmen demonstrations.
They were then the four most powerful men in China, wielding the full might
of the Communist Party. It is the outcome of their interactions that ultimately
lead the Party to bloodshed.

Deng Xiaoping held the official position of Chairman of the Central
Military Commission, but was known by all as the paramount leader.

Zhao Ziyang was the Chinese Communist Party’s General Secretary, the
highest official position in the country and a member of the Politburo Standing
Committee.

Li Peng, Premier of the State Council and a member of the Politburo
Standing Committee, was second to Zhao.

Yang Shangkun was Executive Vice Chairman of the Central Military
Commission and the President of the People’s Republic of China. He also
played a critical role as Deng Xiaoping’s emissary.

The Politburo Standing Committee (PSB) was the top decision-making
body of the Chinese Communist Party. In 1989 before June 4th, its members
were Zhao Ziyang, Li Peng, Qiao Shi, Hu Qili, and Yao Yilin.

The context: China in the 1980’s

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, Communist Party-ruled countries
around the world experienced economic stagnation. The leaders of these
Leninist regimes experimented with various methods in an attempt to stop the
trend of communist countries falling behind capitalist countries.

China was no exception. Mao Zedong’s death in 1976 provided the
conditions for a break from the past. China’s attempt was officially called
“reform and opening,” backed by paramount leader Deng Xiaoping and

facilitated by General Secretary Hu Yaobang and Premier Zhao Ziyang.
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“Reform and opening” was essentially the abandonment of Mao Zedong’s
“continuous revolution” which had put political participation at the center of
every Chinese life. As a consequence of the state’s relaxation of controls over
people’s thoughts, cultural expression, and daily lives throughout the 1980’s,
public hopes ran high.

The origins: Hu Yaobang’s removal

On 15 April 1989, the death by heart attack of former General Secretary
of the CCP Hu Yaobang caught the Party unprepared. The news of Hu’s
death immediately aroused public emotions and spontaneous student protests
erupted in Beijing.

Why did the public react to Hu’s death in this way? Because of something
that was seething in their memories: the secret process by which Hu Yaobang
had been removed from his position as General Secretary two years earlier.

The Party’s grip on people’s lives had been so loosened by the mid-1980s,
that it no longer felt dangerous to initiate a student demonstration without
the support of the paramount Party leader. On December 1, 1986, students
of the University of Science and Technology of China held a demonstration
demanding “greater democracy.” Even some old enough to remember the
“anti-rightist” purges and other political cleansings of the Mao years were
emboldened. Vice president of the university, Fang Lizhi, gave his support and
guidance to the demonstrating students. “Democracy is not bestowed by the
heavens; you must obtain it through your efforts,” he said.

Student demonstrations quickly spread to 28 cities around the country
with a large variety of slogans, from condemnations of “Japanese imperialism”
to demands for “press freedom.” The demonstrations were met with effective
resistance by the Party, which mobilized school officials and local police
to dissuade students from further protests. The last of this wave of student
demonstrations was held on January 1, 1987, in Beijing. No violence or arrests

were reported in relation to these demonstrations before they came to an end.
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Yet, on January 16, the official Xinhua news agency reported that an
expanded meeting of the Politburo had been held, at which participants had
unanimously agreed that Hu Yaobang would resign from his post as General
Secretary.

But who had the power to instantaneously remove the highest ranking
CCP leader from office? According to the CCP Constitution, the rule is clear:
no one does. Officially, it can only be done through a full Central Committee
vote. Deng himself had re-established the institutional rules that Mao had
brushed aside. The respect for rules that was embodied by “ending the system
of lifelong leadership” had been a crowning achievement for Deng Xiaoping.

In the eyes of the public, Hu had been made the scapegoat for the student
demonstrations, and his removal was a violation of the Party’s own rules.
However, no internal complaint or public protest was ever reported, perhaps
because the details of Hu's dismissal took years to gradually leak out to the
public.

Zhao Ziyang later explained the removal of his predecessor Hu Yaobang:

The reason that Deng Xiaoping abandoned Hu Yaobang was not that he

was misled or that he had to compromise under outside pressure. Rather,

Deng’s attitude toward Hu gradually changed until he finally lost trust in

Hu.

From 1980 to 1986, Deng grew to feel that Yaobang was increasingly

at odds with him concerning the liberalizing trend among intellectuals.

The differences between them grew wider over time.?

Indeed, it has since emerged that in August of 1986 at Beidaihe, the
Party’s summer retreat, Deng Xiaoping told some Party elders that he had
“misjudged” Hu, and made it clear that Hu would no longer be General

Secretary by the 13th Party Congress, to take place in 1987.

[2] Quotations from Zhao in this essay are from Zhao Ziyang, Prisoner of the State (New York: Simon
& Schuster, 2009).
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Advance knowledge of Hu’s imminent “stepping down” altered
the behavior of the elders towards him. Previously mild expressions of
dissatisfaction with Hu burst out into open opposition and direct challenges.
Hu continued on as before with his work, oblivious to the change in attitude
towards him.

When the student protests broke out in December, the first action taken
by Deng was to win the support of Party elders. At a gathering of seven
Party elders at Deng’s residence on December 27, a consensus was reached:
the student protests were the result of “weakness in dealing with bourgeois
liberalization” and Hu Yaobang was to be held responsible.

Once Deng made his criticisms public, on December 30, there was
nothing Hu Yaobang could do but wait for his inevitable purge. Deng called
for another meeting at his residence with Hu Yaobang, Zhao Ziyang, Wan Li,
Hu Qili, Li Peng and He Dongchang. At this meeting, Deng launched into
a speech about how a party leader ought to deal with student protests. His
speech, widely circulated soon after, included the following paragraph:

The leadership of Poland was clear-minded and showed resolve. In a

situation where the Polish Solidarity movement conspired with Christian

churches and gained support from the West, the leaders imposed martial

law across Poland. It proves (the Party) can’t do without measures of

dictatorial control. These measures are not just for talking about; they

should be used when necessary.

Deng was referring to the Polish United Workers’ Party crackdown on
the Solidarity movement. Martial law was imposed in Poland from December
1981 to July 1983. However, this kind of information was completely
unavailable to the Chinese public in 1987. When this speech was later included
in Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping, published in 1993, the reference to the
Polish communists was deleted, perhaps because the Polish United Workers’

Party had ceased to exist in 1989.
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It was a surprise to Hu’s successor Zhao Ziyang when he was called again
to Deng’s residence on January 4, 1987:%

After everyone had arrived, Deng pulled out a letter to show us. It was
Yaobang’s letter of resignation, addressed to Deng. The general idea of
the letter was that he [Hu Yaobang] had not been cautious enough in his
leadership, that he had done a lot of foolish things concerning domestic
and international issues. But mainly he said that he had been weak in
upholding the Four Cardinal Principles and the Anti-Liberalization
Campaign, had been ambivalent in his attitude, and had therefore caused
a flood of liberalization and become a protective shield for some villains.
Since the mistakes he made were grave, he was asking permission to step
down in order to review his thoughts and give a proper accounting to the
Party.

After everyone in the meeting had read the letter, Deng said that the

resignation should be accepted. Nobody expressed disagreement.

The meeting at Deng’s residence on January 4 marked the official end
of Hu’s term as the Party’s General Secretary. A “five-person group” was
appointed by Deng to replace the Politburo Standing Committee in running
the Party’s daily affairs until the 13th Party Congress, nine months away. Deng
then announced that two things were to happen consecutively. First, a “Party
life meeting” (dangnei shenghuo hui) would be held in the name of the Central
Advisory Committee. The purpose, according to Deng, was to “criticize and
help” Hu Yaobang. Afterwards, Hu Yaobang’s resignation would be formally
accepted in an expanded Politburo meeting instead of a full Central Committee
meeting,

Such an arrangement clearly violated the Party’s own rules. Nonetheless,
Chen Yun pronounced it legal and no objections were made, including by Zhao

Ziyang, as he himself admitted later in his memoir.

[3] Other participants include Chen Yun, Wan Li, Yang Shangkun, Bo Yibo, Wang Zhen, and Peng
Zhen.
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Chen Yun was more active than the others at this meeting. He seemed very
attentive to organizational principles and proper procedure. He was afraid
there would be comments, both domestic and international, about the
acceptance of the General Secretary’s resignation at a Politburo meeting,
so he made it a point to announce that it was legal and in line with proper
procedures.

Deng himself never took such matters seriously. Of course, the way
Yaobang’s case was handled, especially the criticism of him in the Central
Advisory Commission’s Party life meeting, did trigger some domestic
and international criticism that the change of leadership had involved

illegitimate means.

The details of how Deng obtained Hu’s resignation letter is unknown. It is
believed that Deng sent emissaries to meet with Hu face-to-face. As journalist
Yang Jisheng noted in his book Political Struggles during China’s Age of
Reform™:

Deng Xiaoping had designated Bo Yibo, Yang Shangkun, Zhao Ziyang,

Hu Qili and Wan Li (some claim also Song Rengiong) to have talks with

Hu Yaobang. We don’t know what instructions those emissaries carried

with them or what they spoke about. However, we can surmise that Hu’s

resignation and his self-criticism are the result of these talks.

Zhao Ziyang’s memoir confirms Yang’s speculation. He himself was one
of Deng’s emissaries, sent on January 9.

The night before the Party life meeting, I went to Yaobang’s home to

tell him how the meeting would be conducted. I also told him how the

discussion went at Deng’s house and that his membership in the Politburo
would be retained.

Zhao’s mission was apparently to inform and prepare Hu for his criticism

at the “Party life meeting,” and therefore to manage his response.

[4] 15448 Yang Jisheng, (BISCEERIBIAIFY  (Political Struggles During China’s Age of
Reform) Excellent Culture Press, Hong Kong, 2004.
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I also said, “After your resignation is made public, it is possible that some
people will make trouble in the name of supporting you.” I truly anticipated
that such things could happen, so I wanted him to be aware of this and be
prepared for it. He replied that he would resolutely stand by the Party.

The first task of the “five-person group” was to organize the “Party
life meeting”, which started on January 10 and took place over five morning
sessions plus one all-day session.

According to the Party’s “tradition throughout time” (a term used by Zhao
Ziyang), each speech delivered at the Party life meeting should voice standard
criticisms again Hu, such as that he had failed to carry out Deng Xiaoping’s
directives faithfully or was weak in dealing with bourgeois liberalization.

But opponents of Hu used their speeches to vent their anger and advance
their agendas. Deng Liqun’s speech, for example, went on for five hours. Some
others, particularly people who were known to have been close to Hu, also
took more time, but in their cases, it was to distance themselves from the fallen
leader.

Yaobang and Yu Qiuli had been very close in those years... Yu Qiuli

unexpectedly delivered a harsh speech against Yaobang. He had collected

Yaobang’s remarks on whether Deng and Party elders would retire, and

asked Yaobang in an accusatory tone, “What was your motive? Why did

you say that?” Yu Qiuli thus revealed himself to be a man who ordinarily

appeared to be honest, but at the critical moment engaged in backstabbing

to protect himself. It was a singular exposure of his true nature.

Finally, Hu delivered a self-criticism in the meeting, admitting to serious
political mistakes. Upon finishing, he wept aloud, tears streaming down his
face.

“Hu made a self-criticism against his will,” Yang Jisheng wrote. Hu’s
motive was “to look after the long term interests of the Party and to protect

[from being purged] a whole bunch of cadres [who were loyal to him].”
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Many people in China apparently shared Yang’s view. These were the
memories, still fresh, that fed into the sentiments expressed by people when

they received the news of Hu Yaobang’s death.
The 1989 demonstrations

“He who shouldn’t have died, died; he who should have died, lives.”

On April 15, 1989, this catchphrase spread along with the news of Hu’s
death. Most people didn’t know that these lines originated from the poet Bing
Xin, and even fewer people knew it was first carried by the official China
News Service.

Never mind that in the eulogy to Hu penned by the 89-year-old poet,
those lines were followed by “I am the one who should have died.” The public’s
imagination was captured by the first two lines, and it spread like wild fire,
with most people understanding the second part of the phrase to refer to the
elderly Deng Xiaoping. This catchphrase would turn out to be the most widely
used slogan of the 1989 Tiananmen protests.

Hu Yaobang was a much-loved liberal General Secretary, who had
rehabilitated almost all the Party officials purged during the Mao years and had
done much to push forward reforms. Upon his death, mourners spontaneously
turned out to pile flowers at the foot of the People’s Monument in the middle
of Tiananmen Square. Meanwhile, on April 16, the Beijing-controlled Hong
Kong newspaper Wen Wei Po reported that Hu’s family had requested the
Party to “give a conclusion” — meaning acknowledge its mistake — regarding
Hu’s 1987 resignation. A few intellectuals in the mainland echoed the request.
The idea soon spread among college students.

That there was a political edge to the mood of the mourners in Beijing
on April 17 was no secret. The Beijing correspondent of The New York Times

noticed it:
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“Xiaoping” in spoken Chinese can mean “small bottle” - although the
written character for “ping” in Mr. Deng’s name is not the one used for
“bottle’”” - and people seized on the symbolism a decade ago, when Mr.
Deng was struggling to power and embodied the nation’s hope for non-
revolutionary prosperity. At that time, ordinary people registered their
support for Mr. Deng by leaving small bottles in conspicuous places.
These days, some people are expressing their feelings by smashing small
bottles.

A decade ago, it was more talk than action, and these days, too, more
people speak of breaking bottles than actually smash them. “What’s the
point?”” explained a young man in Beijing. “If you smash it in public, you
might get arrested, and if you smash it at home, you just have to sweep it
up.”l9

On the morning of April 18, the Politburo Standing Committee members
met to discuss the students’ expressions of mourning. Since Hu was a former
General Secretary of the Party and remained a member of the Politburo
at the time of his death, it seemed unreasonable to put a brake on public
commemorations. They expected things would return to normal after the
official memorial service.

Premier Li Peng, however, was most uneasy about the student activities,
and consulted with elder Yang Shangkun. Yang’s advice to Li was to tolerate
the student activities, at least until official memorial services were over.

The first sign that the spontaneous mourning had turned into public
demonstrations happened that night, April 18. Students gathered in front of
Xinhua Gate, a symbolic gate to Zhongnanhai, the compound containing the
central headquarters of the CCP, with a hastily written note containing seven
demands. These were a re-evaluation of Hu Yaobang, re-assessment of the anti-

bourgeois liberalization campaign, publication of the incomes of high party

[5] Nicholas D. Kristof, “Privately, More and More Chinese Say It’s Past Time for Deng to Go”, The
New York Times, April 17, 1989, https://www.nytimes.com/1989/04/17/world/privately-more-
and-more-chinese-say-it-s-past-time-for-deng-to-go.html.
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officials, increased salaries for teachers throughout the education system, press
freedom, and removal of restrictions on public protests. The demands were
publicly reported by the official Xinhua news agency. Similar demands were
made by demonstrators throughout the duration of the 1989 movement.

On the night of April 19, Li Peng phoned Zhao Ziyang to ask why measures
had not been taken to disperse the students gathering outside Xinhua Gate. It
was the first appearance of tensions among PSB members. Zhao passed Li’s
complaint to Qiao Shi, the Standing Committee member who was in charge
of the security apparatus. At around 3 a.m., police action was taken: students
were put on buses, and the area in front of Xinhua Gate was cleared. Some
manhandling by the police quickly had student demonstrators calling the event
“the 4-20 tragedy,” but the label was just as quickly forgotten as a string of
more dramatic events followed. It is not known if the police action taken at 3
a.m. on April 20 was directly related to the phone calls between PSB members.

The official memorial service for Hu Yaobang was to be held on the morning
of April 22, 1989. During the preceding night, tens of thousands of college
students gathered on the northwest corner of Tiananmen Square, outside the
Great Hall of the People where services were to be held. Anticipating action by
security forces, the students found the wait to be excruciating. That night, they
established a new organization, the Beijing Students’ Autonomous Federation,
with participants from over 30 Beijing universities. The “Autonomous” in their
name made the distinction between their organization and the official student
unions controlled by the Party. Demands similar to the seven points that had
surfaced two days earlier were adopted by the new group and announced via
loudspeaker to the gathered students. Prominent intellectuals had joined in by
issuing a letter to the CCP in support of the students, signed on April 21 by 47
well known social scientists and literary figures, including Bei Dao, Dai Qing,

and Yan Jiaqi.
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The CCP had not been standing idly by while the students were organizing
and a full-scale spontaneous social movement was taking form. Yang
Shangkun, Executive Vice Chairman of the Central Military Commission,
ordered 1500 soldiers from two infantry divisions of the 38th Corps to Beijing
from Baoding, 150 km southwest of the capital. They were able to slip quietly
into position at key CCP leadership installations in central Beijing before
midnight. It is unknown whether Zhao Ziyang was ever made aware of this
troop movement, though he was First Vice Chairman of the CMC.

The next morning, as the official memorial service was coming to a
close, three student representatives were allowed through a wall of soldiers to
approach the Great Hall of the People. They demanded to meet with Premier
Li Peng, the move invoking memories of when Premier Zhou Enlai first met
Red Guards face-to-face during the Cultural Revolution. When their demand
was not met, even after 40 minutes of kneeling respectfully on the steps of the
Great Hall, strong emotions stirred among the students sitting on the square on
the other side of the lines of armed police.

Upon the conclusion of the official memorial service, Zhao Ziyang set up
a three-point action plan to deal with the student demonstrations. 1. Restore
“normality” by persuading students to stop their demonstrations and return
to classes; 2. Reduce tension by opening channels of dialogue at multiple
levels with students and intellectuals; and 3. Punish acts of violence, looting
or burning according to the law, while avoiding bloodshed. Deng Xiaoping
agreed to the action plan when Zhao met with him personally on April 19.
Zhao and Deng also discussed Zhao’s forthcoming trip to North Korea for a
previously scheduled state visit.

On April 23, Zhao left Beijing for North Korea, his first foreign trip as
General Secretary. This seven-day trip would cost Zhao the crucial opportunity
to control the situation and consequently his entire political career. So, why did

he go?
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According to Zhao, there had been no sign that anyone in the leadership
disagreed with his three-point action plan, which had been approved by the
PSC. Demonstrations in the city of Xi’an on April 22 had resulted in some
overturned cars and torched buildings, but 4000 infantry soldiers had been sent
to Xi’an and the demonstrations were under control by April 23. As Premier,
Li Peng would act in place of Zhao during Zhao’s absence.

Li Peng was at the train station to send Zhao off at around 4:20 pm, at
which time Zhao re-iterated his three-point action plan. Li, now left in charge,
was uncomfortable with the burden. In Li Peng’s journal entry on April 23, he

wrote:

After the briefing session, I discussed matters with Comrade Qiao Shi. We
should publish an editorial in the People’s Daily based on the three points
Zhao had directed us to follow before leaving, and we should also send a
telegram to local authorities to set the three points as guidelines for dealing
with student demonstrations. We should also emphasize that all levels of
party committees and governments should do a good job to persuade the
students, maintain social order, and resolutely stop acts of violence and
looting.

At 4:20 p.m., I went to the Beijing Railway Station to bid farewell to
Zhao Ziyang. He did not seem enthusiastic about my being there. He said,
“Aren’t we supposed to reduce formalities? You shouldn’t have come.” 1
said that it was worth it, “There are rumors about a rift existing between
central leaders. Today, | am here to demonstrate our unity.” He was not
convinced and didn’t say anything in reply.

The situation is in constant flux. When Ziyang leaves, this burden
falls on my shoulders. I am very concerned about what is happening now.
In the “Cultural Revolution”, workers stopped working, peasants stopped
farming, students stopped attending classes, and the whole of society was
in chaos for ten years. The people suffered a lot and so did the country;
such a tragedy must not be repeated. But facing the current chaos, I fear I

don’t have any solutions either. At this time, Comrade [ Yang] Shangkun
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suggested that I take the initiative to see Comrade Xiaoping and that he
accompany me.

At 12 o’clock at night, Comrade Li Ximing [Mayor of Beijing]
brought in the draft of the Beijing Municipal Government’s statement to
clarify the rumor that “the Premier refused to accept a petition from the
students.”

It is past midnight. I have been quietly pondering and can’t help but
wonder about two puzzling questions. The first question is, since Zhao
Ziyang said that he respected Comrade Deng Xiaoping and that Deng’s
instructions were always to be implemented without compromise, why
did he do the opposite this time?... The second question is, why did the
students present their petition to me, instead of Zhao Ziyang?'®!

The diary entry makes clear that even though Li felt uneasy about being
left with the burden, before midnight, he had intended to faithfully execute
Zhao’s three-point action plan. After midnight, however, something seems to
have made Li realize that Deng was not supportive of Zhao’s plan. At this
point, he also grows suspicious that the students had intentionally singled him
out.

The next evening, Li Peng’s attitude completely changed when he chaired
a“PSCbrief meeting” (pengtouhui). The term pengtouhui gives the impression
of informality, yet it was this meeting that decided the fate of the entire 1989
Tiananmen movement. At the meeting were not only the four PSC members
remaining in Beijing, but Yang Shangkun, Wan Li, Rui Xingwen, Yan Mingfu,
Wen Jiabao, other Politburo members such as Tian Jiyun, Li Ximing, Song
Ping, Ding Guangen, and heads of other “relevant departments.” Indeed, the
list of participants gives it the appearance of a Party mobilization meeting, as it

includes heads of education, propaganda and Beijing municipality.

[6] Quotations in this essay from Li Peng’s diary are the author’s translations of entries from Li’s un-
published (Z=f5 750U HEC) (Li Pengs June Fourth Diary), widely available online; unless
otherwise noted.
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Li’s diary entry of April 24 reads:

During the discussion, everyone agreed that the current situation was
serious. Demonstrations have spread from Beijing to the rest of the
country. In fact, certain people are manipulating and inciting trouble. It
is an organized and premeditated political struggle aimed at defeating the
Communist Party. The central government must take effective measures
to stop it. The policy is to first stabilize Beijing in order to stabilize the
country. ... I proposed three action items to convey the spirit of today’s
Standing Committee meeting: 1. The People’s Daily would issue a strong
editorial; 2. The Central Committee and the State Council would jointly
send out a notice to all provinces and cities across the country; and 3.
A meeting would be held to mobilize party, government and military
cadres in Beijing. After the discussion, everyone agreed that a weighty
editorial should be sent out first. We also appointed a leading group of
three comrades, Qiao Shi, Hu Qili and Li Tieying, to take the front lines in
dealing with the demonstrations. It was already 11:30 in the evening when

the meeting adjourned.

Li Peng’s sudden newfound confidence to make such a determination is
perplexing. Professor Wu Guoguang, a political scientist at the University of

Victoria, points this out in his analysis of Li Peng’s diary:

However, there is an important mystery to be solved here. At 4 p.m. on
April 23, Zhao Ziyang left Beijing for North Korea. At 8 p.m. on April 24,
Li Peng called for a meeting of the PSC to confirm that the current student
demonstration was “an organized and premeditated political struggle
aimed at defeating the Communist Party. The central government must
take effective measures to stop it.”

According to Li Peng’s narrative, it was “a key meeting” and the
people attending it reached “a unanimous consensus.” ... That is to say
that before Li visited Deng Xiaoping on the morning of the 25th, and
without waiting for Deng’s opinion, Li Peng not only stated his harsh

stance towards the demonstrations, but also managed to get the PSC to
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collectively and unanimously adopt his view and implement a course for
rapid mobilization of a tough response to the demonstrators.

What’s puzzling is why Li Peng did not wait until the next morning
to hear what Deng had to say. On what basis did Li Peng feel assured that
Deng Xiaoping would accept this new direction? What power did Li Peng
have, that he could change the PSC overnight, from half ! of its members
agreeing to Zhao Ziyang’s stance, to all of the members [except the absent
Zhao] accepting Li’s point of view, and quickly agreeing to take action
based on Li Peng’s view?

With these questions in mind, a careful reading of Li Peng’s diary
reveals an important clue: Li Peng records that at 8:30 p.m. on April 23,
Yang Shangkun “encouraged” Li Peng to meet Deng Xiaoping, promising
to accompany him there. But did they go to see Deng that very day, or did

they wait until the morning of April 25? Li Peng does not say.'®!

Wu’s analysis implies that Li Peng was acting on Deng’s orders, which

may have been conveyed to him directly by Deng or through Yang Shangkun.

In any case, there is strong evidence that Li Peng knew before going into the

April 24 PSC meeting that Zhao Ziyang’s three-point action plan was to be

overturned, despite the fact that he had been prepared to follow it as recently

as the previous night. According to the scholar Wu Wei:

(7]
(8]

[

As Li Peng was preparing to chair the key PSC meeting on April 24, Li
Peng gave explicit instructions to the Central Committee General Office
not to inform the PSC political secretary, Bao Tong, who according to the
rules, should be included in all PSC meetings.”)

Zhao Ziyang had the backing of Hu Qili and Qiao Shi, while Li Peng and Yao Yilin were always in
opposition to him, though they had all agreed to accept Zhao’s 3-point action plan before this point.
B Wu Guoguang, (BUEHES). BT AL B saER): (205 [X18) HEDY ¥

#H)  “Political Power, Constitutional System and Historic Tragedy: Reading Li Peng’s June Fourth
Diary” Prepared as a Foreward to Li Peng’s June Fourth Diary for New Century Press, 2010, but
never published.

SfEWu Wei, FBISOERBUAICEN A THIHA%) On Stage and Backstage — China’s Political
Reform in the 1980s, New Century Press, 2013.
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Bao Tong, Zhao’s chief secretary from 1980 to 1986, was seen by PSC
members to be Zhao’s trusted man. The intentional exclusion of Bao suggests
that Li’s move against Zhao was solidified before the meeting took place.

What happened next was very public and appeared to be in line with the
rules of the CCP, which at that time called for Deng to make the final decisions
on any difficult questions facing the Party. Li Peng and other PSC members
reported their decision to Deng Xiaoping at his residence the morning following
their meeting, at 10 a.m. on April 25. Deng immediately gave his blessing and
launched into a speech. Deng’s exact words were recorded by shorthand in
the notes of the participants, and by 3 p.m. had been printed and distributed
internally to party and government departments. It became the basis of the
crucial People’s Daily editorial of April 26.

Despite Deng’s attempt to disguise his role in overturning the decision
to handle the demonstrations peacefully that he had agreed to on April 19
at his meeting with Zhao, everyone could see that it was Deng’s orders that
were ultimately followed. An historic analogy quickly spread to describe
his role: Chuilian tingzheng, a term that originally referred to the Empress
Dowager Cixi sitting hidden behind drapes while dictating matters of state to
the Emperor Guangxu in the late Qing court.

On April 26, People’s Daily carried the editorial branding the student
demonstrations as “turmoil.” Putting a stop to the turmoil was “a serious
political struggle for the party and the nation.” To the majority of Chinese
people still harboring living memories of Mao’s Cultural Revolution, the
strong words could only mean one thing: the mighty power of the Party would
come crushing down, those involved in the demonstrations (which by now had
spread to over 300 cities around China) would face dire consequences, and
millions of lives would be affected.

The editorial left no room for public illusions about the judgment, making

clear it came from no other than Deng Xiaoping, the paramount leader. The
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Party’s internal but widely circulated document of Deng’s remarks at the April
25 morning meeting, issued at 3 p.m. that same afternoon, was leaked to the
Hong Kong newspaper Mingpao, which reported on its contents.

For officials around the country, the message was clear. Shanghai Party
Committee Secretary Jiang Zemin was quick to act, seizing control of the
liberal Shanghai newspaper Shijie jingji daobao (World Economic Herald)
and accusing its editors of having gone “too far” in showing sympathy to Hu
Yaobang. Jiang’s quick response proved to be the masterstroke of his political
career, as he would soon be rewarded with the seat of Party General Secretary
in place of Zhao.

Yet, facing the serious threat, not everyone responded as the Party
expected. Throughout the Mao Era, every one of Mao’s wishes instantly
materialized as close to his intentions as people could muster. But this was
1989, and demonstrators instead became instantly energized, responding
with the largest protest yet. On April 27, tens of thousands students marched
towards Tiananmen Square, while another half a million supporters joined
in. After breaking through police barriers on their way to Tiananmen Square,
demonstrators and observers alike cheered triumphantly.

This was an unprecedented event in the history of the People’s Republic
of China. For the first time in the Communist Party’s reign, people willfully
took action against the wishes of the paramount leader. If this action had been
sustained, it would have meant a major shift in China’s political equilibrium,
like the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Even Deng Xiaoping appeared uncertain how to respond. In Zhao
Ziyang’s recollections:

Li Peng’s decision to disseminate Deng Xiaoping’s remarks on April 25

and 26 throughout Beijing and down to local administrative levels resulted

in many criticisms of Deng. This really upset Deng and his family. Deng’s

family accused Li Peng of having abruptly pushed Deng to the front lines
while he himself played the good guy. ...
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Furthermore, because of the wide dissemination of Deng Xiaoping’s
remarks, Deng felt that his image among young people had been damaged.
Deng Rong [Deng’s daughter] told me through Bao Tong that references to
Deng loving and protecting youths must be added to the speech [that Zhao
was preparing for the May Fourth celebrations]. Under the circumstances,
I did indeed decide to add to the speech one paragraph dedicated to how
much Deng loved and protected youths.

With no further instructions coming from Deng Xiaoping, Li Peng
was in a state of panic. First he moved, on the 27th, into Residence 202 in
Zhongnanhai, for greater security. One action plan that Li came up with himself
was to have the government organize a counter demonstration, in anticipation
of more student protests on May Fourth Youth Day. A counter demonstration
was attempted, but it was a flop and quickly forgotten, except as a joke.

But it was no joke to Li. The stakes were high for him; his entire political

career was on the line. Zhao remembers:

[Director of the United Front Work Department] Yan Mingfu reported to
me that Li Peng had told him that if, upon my return, I did not support the
April 26 editorial, Li would have no choice but to resign.

But when he returned from North Korea on April 30, Zhao Ziyang did
not rush to support Li and the April 26 editorial. Zhao had his reasons:

If no measures were taken to ease the tensions caused by the April 26
editorial, students would continue to fear that they were being threatened
with retaliation, and tensions would continue unabated.

I also felt that if the student demonstrations could be resolved along
the principles of democracy and law, through dialogue and an easing of
tensions, it could possibly boost China’s reform, including political reform.
On the other hand, if we were to suppress the demonstrations with
violence, another Anti—Bourgeois Liberalization Campaign would be sure
to follow, on an even larger scale than before. Conservatives would make
a comeback and reform programs would come to a standstill or even be

reversed. Chinese history would go through another period of zigzagging.
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Zhao knew that without Deng Xiaoping’s support, it didn’t matter what
strategy he had planned; so on May 1, Zhao called Deng’s residence to arrange
ameeting with him and gain his support. Unfortunately, Deng’s secretary told
him, Deng was not feeling well and was resting with hopes of recovering in
time for the visit of Soviet leader Gorbachev on May 16.

For Zhao, troubling signs started to appear. On May 2, Hong Kong
newspaper Mingpao reported rumors that the official accusations of a “black
hand” behind the demonstrations was referring to Zhao Ziyang, and that he
would be made to step down. On May 3, Zhao tried again to reach Deng
Xiaoping, this time through Yang Shangkun, but Yang politely declined,
saying that it was impossible to dissuade Deng.

What Deng was thinking and doing on May 1 remains a mystery. From
April 26 to May 10, Deng’s whereabouts were unknown to the public. This
period included a state visit by Iranian President Ali Khamenei. On May 9,
Khamenei became so irate over the fact that Deng Xiaoping had yet to meet
with him, he suddenly cancelled all his meetings, leaving Li Peng waiting
for two hours at the Great Hall of the People. Sino-Iranian relations were in
jeopardy until Deng finally reappeared to meet with Ali Khamenei on May 11.

In the absence of an order from the paramount leader, Zhao Ziyang and
Li Peng struggled within the PSC over a strategy to persuade the protestors to
end the demonstrations. Since they could not agree on a direction, neither was
successful.

Zhao attempted to cool down the demonstrators when he delivered a
speech on May 4th at the Annual Meeting of the Asian Development Bank
(ADB). In the speech, he recognized the students’ motives as patriotic and
acknowledged their support for the Party’s reform. The speech was a significant
toning down of the threatening posture taken in the April 26 editorial, but it
was not enough for the students, who had already tasted freedom in Tiananmen

Square. The demonstrations continued.
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Li Peng felt extreme pressure over the issue of the April 26 editorial. If
the Party backed down from the editorial’s hardline position, his career would
be over. Since this sticking point had him in opposition to the Party’s General
Secretary, he knew that only one of them would survive. Li Peng lost weight,
from 75 to 70.5 kilo, from the beginning of the demonstrations to the night of
May 8, when he weighed himself at a swimming pool."!

In the meanwhile, Beijing’s Tiananmen Square was effectively turning
into the Hyde Park of China. Tens of thousands people gathered each day to
enjoy free expression, though protestors were anxious, too. What was the end
game? How long would they have to wait to see results? They were in utter
darkness as to the answers.

Li Peng heaved his first sigh of relief on May 11, when Deng Xiaoping
resurfaced. Li’s diary entry that day records:

Wang Ruilin, secretary to comrade Deng Xiaoping, phoned me this

morning to convey a message from comrade Xiaoping: Without the

message of the April 26 editorial, there could be no easing of the situation;

Li Peng should firmly resist the pressure from outside and from within.

The protestors faced their own problems, with their own and the general
public’s fatigue over the prolonged standoff. A new strategy emerged on May
13 when several hundred student protestors launched a hunger strike, hoping
to force the Party to concede to their demands. The emotional sight of young
people willing to die for their country won overwhelming public support. Tens
of thousands of people joined the demonstrations, carrying banners of open
support from all corners of society.

Once more, the stakes had been raised for the Party. Yet Deng Xiaoping
was not going to budge. That same day, Zhao Ziyang finally got to meet with
Deng Xiaoping, accompanied by Yang Shangkun. Zhao proposed dialogues,

[10] (Z=ME T750U ) HESY (Li Peng’s June Fourth Diary)
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an NPC meeting and increased government transparency to ease the protests.
Zhao did not reveal Deng’s reply, but Li Peng wrote about it in his journal:

Comrade Xiaoping said to Zhao: “We’ve always spoken about corruption,

but have never done anything serious to counter it. As to improving

‘transparency’, this needs to be studied. Don’t be fooled by others. Illegal

student organizations cannot be recognized. I feel very tired now, my

mind is not clear anymore; my ears are ringing, and I can’t hear what
you’re saying.”

At this point, Zhao must have realized that his political career was at a
low point. Not only was Deng Xiaoping not supporting him, Deng was actively
opposing him. Without Deng’s support, Zhao could not get the Party apparatus
on his side. Things continued to worsen as Zhao faced an important matter of
state: meeting Gorbachev at the Sino-Soviet summit, the first visit to China by
a Soviet head of state since Khrushchev’s visit in 1959.

On May 16, during his meeting with Gorbachev, Zhao stated that
Deng was still the paramount leader in China, despite his official retirement
at the 13th Party Congress in 1987. Zhao later said that his intention was to
highlight the meeting between Deng and Gorbachev as the official symbol
of the normalization of relations between the two communist parties. To his
surprise, the public interpreted his words differently: that Deng was ultimately
responsible for deciding about the student demonstrations. The interpretation
that Zhao was outing Deng fueled speculation that the Party was on the verge
of collapse, energizing demonstrations to a new high.

On May 17, Gorbachev left Beijing for Shanghai. Deng called for
an expanded PSC meeting at his residence to finally put an end to the
demonstrations. The imposition of martial law was decided upon, Zhao Ziyang
was brushed aside, and Li Peng took charge to implement martial law with the
cooperation of the military under Yang Shangkun. Mobilization of the army

and the Party was broadcast live on May 19, with Zhao refusing to take part.
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By then, Deng Xiaoping had already announced to party elders and the PSC
that Jiang Zemin would be taking over as General Secretary. The rift between
Deng and Zhao was official. Li Peng’s journal quotes Deng Xiaoping on May
19:

“This turmoil is a problem that exists within the party. There were two
centers of command in the Central Committee. Nominally, it appeared to
be a split between Li Peng and Zhao Ziyang, but in fact it was between me

[Deng Xiaoping] and Zhao Ziyang.”

As martial law was being implemented on May 20, in another surprise
for party leaders, tens of thousands of unarmed Beijing residents and
demonstrators came out to intercept the troops. They lay down or stood in
front of military vehicles, or climbed aboard to talk to the young soldiers, some
even offering food and drink.

However, despite the appearance of having been frustrated, the communist
party’s power was fully functional. Yang Shangkun had ordered the army to
“stand down” for three days while he mobilized more troops to Beijing.

Though almost all CCP leaders sided with Deng Xiaoping, a pledge of
loyalty was called for. By May 21, leaders from 22 provinces had sent in their
pledges. Various PSC members engaged in private talks with key individuals
to secure a record of their support.

According to Li Peng, the CMC approved the plan by the Beijing Military
District for troops to enter the city clandestinely.

By 3 am. on June 2, there were already 25,000 troops surrounding

Tiananmen Square: on the west side inside the Great Hall of the People;

on the east side, inside the courtyard of the Ministry of Public Security; on

the north side, behind Tiananmen Gate, and on the south side, 3000 troops
were in the Beijing Train Station.

As weapons were transported into the city by troops, some were

intercepted and exposed, then displayed to the public. Clashes began on June 3,
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as attempts were made to recover the intercepted weapons. Dongluan (turmoil)
was thus replaced with baoluan (riots) in the official propaganda, justifying the
use of violence.

On the evening of June 3 and into the early hours of June 4, tanks,
armored vehicles and infantry moved into the city, approaching Tiananmen
Square from all directions. With nearly a million protestors and supporters still
milling around in the streets, the troops opened fire, killing hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of unarmed civilians. The full death toll remains unknown to this
day.

Known thereafter as the June Fourth (or in English “Tiananmen Square™)
Massacre, the event would divide the history of the People’s Republic of China
into a “before” and “after.” Unlike their counterparts in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, the Communist Party of China retained its grip on power, but
its relationship with the people of China changed forever.

Questions remain about why Deng Xiaoping abandoned General
Secretary Zhao Ziyang, after supporting him throughout a decade of reform.
Did something happen before May 11, the day Deng reappeared and asked
Li Peng to “resist pressure from within”? Or could it be that something had
happened even earlier, by May 1, when Deng refused to meet with Zhao upon
Zhao’s return from North Korea?

Jiang Zemin was evidently chosen in haste to be Zhao’s successor as
General Secretary. Having seen the consequences of the rushed disposal of
Hu, Jiang was naturally concerned that his own transition to power be carried
out through a legitimate process. According to Li Peng:

Comrade Jiang Zemin told me repeatedly that he absolutely would not

accept the process by which Hu Yaobang was replaced with Zhao Ziyang

in early 1987. The way the General Secretary was dismissed and replaced

at that time did not follow the rules of the Party, as it should have gotten
the approval of the Central Committee.
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With Deng Xiaoping’s exact role still unclear, Li Peng has been burdened
with the title “Butcher of Beijing.” But in his journal, Li presents himself as a
loyal Party leader who was simply following the orders of Deng Xiaoping. He
enthusiastically supported Deng’s decision, but he apparently did not want to
take credit for it.

In his diary entry of April 23, 1989, Li Peng only hints that he was
in contact with Deng before the change towards a hardline stance on the
demonstrations. However, in an article published 15 years later, at the centennial
of Deng Xiaoping’s birth, Li makes clear his view that the responsibility for the
crackdown lay with Deng:

As spring turned into summer in 1989, a serious political turmoil occurred

in China. With the temperament of a great revolutionary and politician,

comrade Deng Xiaoping, together with other veteran comrades, worked

tirelessly and in a timely manner to support the party and the government

to take decisive measures and stop the political turmoil, thereby

guaranteeing the long-term stability of the country and providing the

conditions indispensable to China’s development and future progress.

In hindsight, it was a series of unfortunate timings and miscalculations
that pushed the complex situation into a downward spiral.

First, Zhao Ziyang hoped to ease the spontaneous public demonstrations
after the official Hu memorial; but students got fired up and organized the
night before. Zhao then lost seven critical days when he went to North Korea,
returning to a situation that he was never able to bring back under his control.

Second, Deng’s differences with other influential party elders such
as Chen Yun had created factions within the party. The origins of the 1989
protests lay in the unresolved dispute over the illegitimate deposition of Hu
Yaobang two years earlier. When public mourning for Hu’s death turned
into spontaneous demonstrations, the Party hesitated in its response, in part

because Deng Xiaoping had overturned the 1976 decision to crack down on
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people mourning the death of Premier Zhou Enlai. The absurdity of a violent
crackdown on people who were mourning a Party leader was exacerbated
by Deng’s need to conceal his role within the leadership structure. Deng’s
concerns and the Party’s factional divide were unknown at the time to even
the majority of Party members.

Third, for reasons unknown, Deng made a hasty decision to replace Zhao
in the spring of 1989 after having supported Zhao for a decade. However, Deng
had first to carry through with a matter that was then of momentous Party
concern: normalization of relations with the Soviet Communist Party after a
30-year split. Before this important event on May 16, he could not replace the
General Secretary. During the delay, seeing no clear response from the leaders,

the student demonstrations escalated.
Conclusion

The documents presented in this book are the last records of the CCP
leadership pertaining to the Tiananmen demonstrations. First and foremost,
they are a record of the internal process by which the Party forced its divided
members to accede to a total consensus.

The same process was used in the “Party life meeting” to dismiss Hu
Yaobang, but it came in a different format in 1989. What does this difference in
format tell us, and why were these meetings even necessary when the decision
had clearly already been made?

In the case of Hu Yaobang, the “Party life meeting” came to be seen as
evidence of the “illegitimacy’ of Hu’s removal, at least by those sympathetic to
Hu. It consequently planted the seeds for the protests of 1989. Deng Xiaoping
did not want to make the same mistake again when removing Zhao in 1989.
Therefore, the 4th Plenary Session of the 13th Central Committee was held
to legitimize an outcome that in fact emerged as a result of the interactions
between Deng, Zhao, Li and Yang during the course of the 1989 Tiananmen

demonstrations.
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Both meetings, the “Party life meeting” and the Plenary Session, were
also necessary to seek reassurances of loyalty from senior party cadres, and
to properly indoctrinate and reconsolidate the Party after disagreements had
emerged at the very top.

It must now be acknowledged that in 1989, the mechanism to ensure the
authority of the paramount leader (Deng Xiaoping) worked remarkably well
throughout the duration of the Tiananmen protests. It has been working well
ever since.

This kind of process, usually involving purges, is the key mechanism by
which a Stalinist party remains in power. Its primary purpose is to ensure that
the one-and-only supreme leader remains in charge, often with total disregard
for any purported ideology, existing laws or institutional regulations. It is for
this reason that these procedures have always been regarded as the most top
secret by the Party.

Thus, not only do these documents reveal “the last secret” of the
Tiananmen protests of 1989, they reveal what may well be the ultimate secret

of how the Party stays in power to this day.

‘Wu Yulun is a Chinese-born American writer and an eye witness of the 1989 Tiananmen
demonstrations.



Editor’s Notes on the Documents

The original documents and their source

The main body of this book is a set of documents from two high-level
Chinese Communist Party meetings held in mid-June, 1989. The source is
purportedly a high-ranking Party official who had access to them, and had
managed to copy and preserve them down through the years.

At the top of the first page of each document is the name of the meeting

and the document number. The two meetings were:

* The 6th Meeting of the 6th CCP Beijing Committee (Expanded) (BC)
* The 4th Plenary Session of the 13th CCP Central Committee (CC)

There are 27 documents making up a total of 209 pages. Documents 1 to
5 are from the BC meeting. Documents 6 to 28 are from the CC meeting, but
are missing documents 15, 16, 25, 26, and 27. It is likely that the BC documents
1 to 5 were used in the CC meeting; in other words, that they were duplicated
and used as CC documents 1 to 5.

The publisher received these documents through an intermediary with no
explanations or instructions included or relayed. The intermediary presented
a digital storage device to transfer the files to the publisher’s computer. The
device was then returned to the intermediary.

The publisher received these documents as digital image scans (in jpg
format) and presents them in this book “as is,” that is, without any selection,

deletion, alteration or manipulation of the text.
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Minimal digital work was done to the original image files; only enough to
even out disparate tones and crop or realign the margins to fit the book format.
Some noise introduced in the process of scanning/photocopying may also have
been removed.

Most of the imperfections in the original image files have not been
“repaired”. Pages that show some cropping off of text to the left and right
margins appeared this way in the original. No attempts have been made to “fill
in” missing or truncated characters.

There are two pages noticeably missing from the files given to the
publisher: page 9 of Li Ximing’s statement and page 8 of the Li Ximing and
Chen Xitong statement. They are left blank in the book layout.

Page headers and book page numbers were added to the top of each page
by the publisher to organize the documents into a book format. The original
page numbers of each document have been left intact at the bottom of each
page, as part of the original document image.

We have elected to use traditional Chinese text for all text added in
the process of creating this book, for example in the titles, table of contents,
headers, and introductory and appended material. The original documents
themselves are in simplified Chinese, and since we have printed them in their

original image form, they remain in simplified Chinese in this book.
Examination and Authenticity

Close examination reveals that some digital manipulation may have been
done to the files after the original documents were scanned into a digital format,
specifically to remove the document’s copy number and the stamp marking
it “Top Secret” (A8%). They were carefully erased from the front pages of
each document, but in several instances, these identifying marks could be seen
bleeding through to the following page (the other side of an apparently thin
piece of paper). To protect the source, the editors have digitally removed these

faint markings as well, since this was clearly the source’s intention.
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According to the official CCP newspaper, People’s Daily, the Fourth
Plenary Session of the 13th CCP Central Committee was held in Beijing on
June 23 and 24. Participants included:

* 170 members of the Central Committee

* 106 alternate members of the Central Committee

* 184 members of the Central Advisory Committee

* 29 heads of relevant agencies

Further examination of the list of people whose speeches or written
statements are included in these files reveals that it is consistent with the
official announcement.

Among the files, four were published at a later date in state media. The
versions of these four document contained within this book are consistent with
these later published versions. They are as follows:

Jiang Zeming’s speech at the Fourth Plenary Session of the 13th CCP
Central Committee can be found in the first volume of Selected Works of Jiang
Zemin, officially released in June 2006. A comparison shows the text to be the
same.

Deng Xiaoping’s three speeches dated May 16, May 31 and June 9, and
included in the BC documents, were published in October 1993, in the third
volume of Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping. While the documents included
in this set are consistent with the published versions, there are some slight
differences in the arrangement of sentences and paragraphs, consistent with
editing work and perhaps performed during preparations for publication of
Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping. No content is missing.

In addition to these four files verified by later official releases, Li
Peng’s “Report on Mistakes of Comrade Zhao Ziyang during the Antiparty
Antisocialist Turmoil” (document 2 of the BC meeting) was leaked to
supporters of the demonstrations almost immediately following the close of

the Fourth Plenary Session.
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Li Peng’s report appeared in the Hong Kong publication Oriental Daily
News on July 16, 1989, and was translated into English by the CIA’s Foreign
Broadcast Information Service (FBIS). In August 1989, Chinese journalist and
activist Wu Moren also printed Li Peng’s report in a collection of documents
titled: Daily Reports on the Movement for Democracy in China April 5 — June
24. Limited copies of this were printed and privately circulated in New York.
However, in the late 1990s, after the arrival of the World Wide Web, activists
placed the text in its entirety online.

The statement by Minister of Public Security Wang Fang included in
these files was mentioned by The Washington Post on August 8, 1989. The
Post’s reporter Marianne Yen, writing about Chinese government attempts to
link the purged General Secretary Zhao Ziyang to New York financier George
Soros and his China Fund, mentioned the following:

Sources said the accusation against the China Fund is contained in a

confidential report by Wang Fang, director of the Public Security Ministry.

The report has been circulating at the provincial and army level in China.

Wang Fang’s report does contain a reference to an event that occurred in
1990, a puzzling thing to find in a report delivered in 1989. Since the original
Chinese leaves room for more than one interpretation, an investigation was
made to determine the authenticity of this document. The line reads as follows:

Because differences of opinion existed among the central leadership of

the Hungarian Communist Party, they compromised again and again,

and were finally forced to accept implementation of a multi-party system,

to form [or “forming™] a coalition government in 1990 after multi-party

elections.

This reference is completely consistent with the knowledge available
in June 1989. It was in February 1989 that the Hungarian Communist Party
announced an endorsement of the multi-party system, including the promise

that multi-party elections would be held in 1990, as they subsequently were.
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Furthermore, these documents are completely consistent with Zhao
Ziyang’s memoir Prisoner of the State, published in 2009. For example, in his
memoir, Zhao says: “Chen Yun also did not appear, but provided a written
statement containing two lines.” Indeed, document 6 is the elder Chen Yun’s
written statement containing two short lines. Since Zhao Ziyang’s recollections
regarding these proceedings are pertinent, we have included that section of his
memoir in the appendix of this book (in Chinese).

It must be mentioned that five files seem to be missing from the set that
we received, given the sequence of document numbering. Also, noticeably
absent are statements from then Politburo Standing Committee members Qiao
Shi and Yao Yilin, further suggesting that this set is not complete.

Nonetheless, based on a careful study of the documents, it is the publisher’s
belief that the files presented in this book are authentic and can thus be used in
a fair assessment of the CCP’s internal process in concluding the crackdown

on the Tiananmen protests in 1989.
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Bo Yibo (1908-2007)
was one of the most influential Party elders. Bo was vice chairman of the Central
Advisory Commission from 1982 to 1987.

Chen Xitong (1930-2013)
was mayor of Beijing and played an important role in channeling the course of
events toward the crackdown on protesters in 1989. Chen’s report, published in
June that year, was the only official account of what happened in the military
assault. Chen was expelled from the Communist Party in 1997 and sentenced in

1998 to sixteen years in prison on bribery and corruption charges.

Chen Yun (1905-1995)
was, after Deng Xiaoping, the most influential of the Party elders. Chen won praise
for the quick and successful stabilization of China’s war-torn economy and for the
first Five-Year Plan, based on the Soviet economic model in the early 1950s. His
practical approach was swept aside by Mao Zedong’s desire for a speedy transition
to a socialist economy. Chen’s political comeback in the post-Mao era was marked
by his insistence on planned economics in the era of reform. From 1982 to 1987,
Chen was a member of the Politburo Standing Committee and chairman of the
Central Discipline Inspection Commission. From 1987 to 1992, he was chairman

of the Central Advisory Commission.

Deng Liqun (1915-2015)
was the Director of the Propaganda Department from 1982 to 1987. An ardent Mao
loyalist, Deng became the voice of the conservatives in the reform era and could

count on the support of Chen Yun, Li Xiannian, and other Party elders.

Deng Xiaoping (1904-1997)
was China’s undisputed leader during the years of transition after Mao, from 1981
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to 1997. He supported economic liberalization, and the success of the Reform and
Open-Door Policy earned him enormous prestige and strengthened his power base.
Politically, Deng insisted on continuing one-party rule and was responsible for the
crackdown on political dissent in 1979 (the “Democracy Wall” movement) as well
as the violent response to the 1989 Tiananmen protests. Deng was a member of
the Politburo Standing Committee from 1977 to 1987 and chairman of the Central
Military Commission from 1981 to 1990.

Deng Yingchao (1904-1992)
was Chairman of the Sixth National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference. Her husband was Zhou Enlai, the first prime minister of
the People’s Republic of China.

Hu Qili (1929-)
was the mayor and Party secretary of Tianjin from 1980 to 1982, and then went
to Beijing where he became director of the General Office and a member of the
Secretariat of the Central Committee. In 1987, he was made a Politburo Standing
Committee member. In 1989, Hu opposed the military crackdown on Tiananmen

Square protesters and was ousted from his positions.

Hu Yaobang (1915-1989)

was Chairman and General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party from 1980
to 1987. He reversed the internal Party purges of the Mao years, which earned him
respect from Party members and the general public. Viewed by Deng Xiaoping
and other Party elders as being too tolerant of the liberal trend among Chinese
intellectuals in the late 1980s, Hu was forced to resign as General Secretary in 1987.
His sudden death on April 15, 1989, triggered the student protests in Tiananmen
Square.

Jiang Zemin (1926-)
was a member of the Politburo and the Communist Party’s secretary of Shanghai.
Jiang was promoted to replace Zhao Ziyang as the Party’s General Secretary after

the Tiananmen military crackdown in 1989.

Li Peng (1928-)
was a Power Industry Minister and a Vice Premier before becoming Premier in
1987 as part of the shuffle that resulted from the ouster of Hu Yaobang. In 1989,
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as a member of the Politburo Standing Committee, Li promoted the decision for a
military crackdown on the protesters in Tiananmen Square, making him one of the

principal characters influencing that course of events.

Li Ruihuan (1934-)
was the Communist Party’s secretary of Tianjin. Li became a member of the
Politburo in 1987 and a member of its Standing Committee in June 1989. Li’s
membership on the Standing Committee was made possible by the vacancies left

by Zhao Ziyang and Hu Qili. He was moderately pro-reform.
Li Xiannian (1909-1992)

was Vice Premier in charge of economic affairs from 1954 to 1980, and was involved
in directing the Mao-style state-controlled economic system. In the post-Mao era,
Li viewed many reform policies as having reversed or implicitly criticizing his past
work. He served as a member of the Politburo Standing Committee from 1977 to
1987, as President of the People’s Republic of China from 1983 to 1988, and as
chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference from 1988 to
1992. Li remained a powerful conservative influence and attempted to block the

reversals of Mao’s policies in the economic and political arenas.

Li Ximing (1926—2008)
was the Communist Party’s secretary of Beijing. In 1989, Li actively promoted
the hard-line approach to the student protests in Tiananmen Square. In 1993, Li
became a vice chairman of the National People’s Congress.

Nie Rongzhen (1899-1992)
was one of ten marshals in the People’s Liberation Army. He served as director of
the General Staff Department of the PLA from 1950 to 1954 and as director of the
State Science and Technology Commission from 1958 to 1970. Nie was credited

for his leadership of the Chinese nuclear weapons and military space programs.

Peng Zhen (1902-1997)
was an influential Party elder who was chairman of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress from 1983 to 1988.

Qiao Shi (1924-)

was a member of the Politburo in charge of the security apparatus. Qiao became
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Vice Premier in 1986 and a member of the Politburo Standing Committee in 1987.
In 1989, though he originally agreed with Zhao’s moderate approach to the student
movement, Qiao abstained from taking a side at the moment that a decision was

made.

Rui Xingwen (1927-2005)

was the Communist Party’s secretary of Shanghai from 1985 to 1987. Rui was a
secretary of the Party’s Central Committee Secretariat from 1987 to 1989 and was
an ardent supporter of reform. Rui was removed from his official post for taking a

stand sympathetic to the student protesters in Tiananmen Square in 1989.

Song Ping (1917-)

was deputy director of the State Planning Commission from 1972 to 1987 and
Director of the Organization Department from 1987 to 1989. After the June Fourth
incident, he ascended to the Politburo Standing Committee, along with Li Ruihuan,
to fill the spots left vacant by Zhao Ziyang and Hu Qili.

Song Rengiong (1909-2005)
was an influential Party elder. He was Director of the Organization Department
from 1978 to 1983 and a member of the Politburo from 1982 to 1985.

Wan Li (1916-)

was the Communist Party’s first secretary of Anhui Province in 1977. He was known
for his early successes with rural land contracts in Anhui. Together with Zhao,
who had similar achievements in Sichuan, Wan was instrumental in dismantling
Mao’s people’s communes. Wan was a Vice Premier from 1983 to 1988 and a major

supporter of reform. He became chairman of the National People’s Congress in
1988.

Wang Fang (1920-2009)

was Minister of Public Security and First Political Commissar of the Armed
Police.

Wang Zhen (1908-1993)

became China’s Vice President in 1988. He was a powerful Party elder who
often tried to resist reform. In 1989, Wang actively promoted the military
crackdown on the demonstrators.
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Yan Mingfu (1931-)
was Director of the United Front Work Department of the Central Committee from
1985 to 1990. He was removed from his official post for not actively supporting the

Tiananmen crackdown in 1989.

Yang Shangkun (1907-1998)
was a member of the Politburo from 1982 to 1987 and vice chairman of the Central
Military Commission. He became President of the People’s Republic of China in
1988. Yang played a key role in 1989 by submitting to Deng Xiaoping’s decision to
pursue a military crackdown on the Tiananmen protests. Yang was instrumental in

mobilizing the army to carry out the order.

Yao Yilin (1917-1994)
was Vice Premier from 1979 to 1993 and director of the State Planning Commission
from 1980 to 1983. Often siding with conservative elders such as Chen Yun, Yao
ascended to the Politburo Standing Committee in 1987. As one of the five members
of the Politburo Standing Committee, Yao actively supported the military
crackdown in Tiananmen in 1989.

Zhao Ziyang (1919-2005)
was a leader of “reform and opening”. First meeting with economic success in
the provinces of Guangdong and Sichuan, in the 1980s, Zhao served as Vice
Chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference, Vice Chairman of the CPC Central Committee, Premier of the State
Council, and General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee. Deposed in 1989
after refusing to impose martial law to end the demonstrations, Zhao lived under

house arrest for 16 years.









